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Agenda

• District heating production in AT – status, requirements and outlook

• Data on waste heat potential

• Support of waste heat utilisation

2



bmk.gv.at

District heating production in AT – Status

• Renewables:

− 2005: 22 %

− 2023: 55 %

• Waste heat (estimation):

− 2005: 8 %

− 2023: 15 %

3AT energy balance 2023; 
*Bioenergy incl. organic content municipal waste; Waste heat assumed as heat from autoproducers according to the AT energy balance
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District heating production in AT – Outlook 
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Technical waste heat potential

Umfassende Bewertung des Potenzials für eine effiziente Wärme- und Kälteversorgung (2024): https://austrian-
heatmap.gv.at/fileadmin/user_upload/FW_KWK_Endbericht.pdf

Waste heat for DH production

• Studies see (slight) increase

− < 4 TWh in 2040/2050
− Energiekonzept 2040: Sektorübergreifende Energiesystemstudie für Österreich 

(2023): https://www.gaswaerme.at/media/medialibrary/2024/01/CL_ 
f%C3%BCr_FGW_-_Energiekonzept_2040_-_public_11.01.2024_.pdf

− Umfassende Bewertung des Potenzials für eine effiziente Wärme- und 
Kälteversorgung (2024): https://austrian-heatmap.gv.at/fileadmin/user_upload/ 
FW_KWK_Endbericht.pdf

• (Technical) Potential is high

https://austrian-heatmap.gv.at/fileadmin/user_upload/FW_KWK_Endbericht.pdf
https://www.gaswaerme.at/media/medialibrary/2024/01/CL_f%C3%BCr_FGW_-_Energiekonzept_2040_-_public_11.01.2024_.pdf
https://austrian-heatmap.gv.at/fileadmin/user_upload/FW_KWK_Endbericht.pdf
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Requirements for district heating production in AT 

• Funding (Austrian Environmental Subsidy Act, “UFG”): 

‘Decarbonisation plan’ at DHS level for grid expansion

− 60 % in 2030 and 

− 80% in 2035 from renewables, waste heat and/or CHP heat

• Heat supply for new buildings (Renewable Heating Act, “EWG” – Erneuerbare-Wärme-Gesetz)

− If connection to DHS → Quality-assured district heating (Section 3 EWG)

− Quality-assured district heating (“qualitätsgesicherte Fernwärme”) (Section 2 para. 1 item 13 EWG): 

• Sufficient capacity and quantity for supply

• Regulated price by authority or contractual provision for price changes

• 80% renewables, waste heat and CHP heat or 

decarbonization plan according to “UFG” + no expansion of fossil plant capacity
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Examples for support of waste heat utilization  I

Investment support: (Status March 2025)

• Energy savings measures and waste heat recovery for plants and processes

• Waste heat recovery for feeding heat into “high-efficient” district heating 
network (including pipes)

• Further information (in German)

− https://www.umweltfoerderung.at/betriebe

− https://www.klimafonds.gv.at/foerderung/leuchttuerme-der-waermewende/

− https://www.klimaaktiv.at/foerderungen
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https://www.umweltfoerderung.at/betriebe
https://www.klimafonds.gv.at/foerderung/leuchttuerme-der-waermewende/
https://www.klimaaktiv.at/foerderungen
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Examples for support of waste heat utilization  II

Technical support & education: 

Climate protection initiative "klimaaktiv„

• Guidelines, fact sheet and checklists

• Technology partner

• Examples from pratical experience

• Links to relevant funding

7

https://www.klimaaktiv.at/unternehmen/prozesse/produktion/abwaermenutzung
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Examples for support of waste heat utilization  III
Examples: Data on waste heat potential:

• Austrian Heatmap
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https://austrian-heatmap.gv.at/karte/
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Thank you.

Questions or comments?

Johannes Mantler

Directorate general VI – Climate Action and Energy 

Department VI/6 – Energy Efficiency and Heat

johannes.mantler@bmk.gv.at
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