
SMARTER 
FINANCE for EU

The SMARTE4EU project has received funding from the 
European Union’s LIFE Clean Energy Transition Programme 
under grant agreement no. 101121060

Introducing







Can it be fast?

Can it be perfect?

Can it be affordable?



Brief History

2007

Formation of consortium  
SMARTER4EU
project implementation

Pilot Test

Green Homes certifications 
with Green Building Councils

Formation of consortium  
SMARTER 
project implementation 

June 2023 -
May 2025

May 2019 -
November 2021

Funded by European Union 
Horizon 2020 research & 
innovation programme



SMARTER Results & Future Actions

• 15 Green Homes & Green 
Mortgage programs launched

• €358,000,000,000 of residential 
project value in the program 

• 597.5 million of total investment 
including 12 million in 
sustainable energy

• 830 persons trained; 182 FTEs

• Extensive research and tools 

• European Advisory Board –
Green Building Councils from FR, 
PL, DE, BiH, SE, AT, IT, PL, and 
World GBC. 

• Expanding beyond Europe





Total Cost of Monthly ownership

Mortgage Payments

energy

health
repair



What is a 
Green 
Mortgage? 



What is a 
Green 
Mortgage? 

Blended 
Green 
Finance 
with Public 
Sector 

Municipality / Public 

Entity



Costs & Savings EPC “B” Green Homes

Sales price of 70sqm apartment with Value Added Tax 98,000 105,000

Loan amount with 15% down payment 83,300 89,250

Monthly mortgage payment 632 665

Cost of energy /apartment /month 183 57

Total Cost of Monthly Ownership: Mortgage + Energy 815 722

Net monthly savings for certified Green Homes vs “B” 
apartment

126

Net annual savings for certified Green Homes vs “B” 
apartment

1512

Net Savings with 
Green Mortgages €

In the case of a fixed rate for the first 5 years, over 25 years amortization period: 
2.27 monthly mortgage payments covered by the energy savings resulted from comparing a Green Homes certified home vs a Class “B” home





New Build



Bank Partners



Green Homes & Green Mortgage 
Challenges & Solutions

Challenge Solution

Siloed Expertise Holistic/Systemic 

Approach

Building out in house expertise Trusted Partnerships 

with verification

1 time delivery of nZEB/Green Home versus 

ongoing subsidies

Identify other areas of 

support



Green Homes & Green Mortgage 
Challenges & Solutions

Challenge Solution

Green Washing High standards with 

path to achievability 

(successful projects)

Leveraging scarce rebuilding / renovation funds Innovative blended 

green finance for 

scaling up projects

Economics of small project / single family home 

certification and technical guidance 

Grant support for EPC 

and green certification; 

One Stop Shops



SME 
Builders 
innovation

Housing Minister Jack Brown

Home Building Finance Ireland, 

Bank of Ireland, Construction Industry Federation, 

Housing Agency, Allied Irish Banks, 

Construct Innovate Technology Centre (Enterprise Ireland) 

Finance offering for SME builders – Fall 2026



Launching the SMARTER4ER - European 
Centre of Excellence   

Provide “help desk” for all essential 
stakeholders of new and existing Green 
Homes & Green Mortgage programmes

Benefit from a collective communication 
strategy, tools, research, knowledge sharing

Support the initial and ongoing alignment of 
partner certifications to meet or exceed the 
EU Taxonomy requirements, CEN 
standards, Level(s), etc. 

Green Homes education 



European Centre of Excellence Objectives 

Support municipalities and other stakeholders 
in launching and developing blended green 
finance programmes to combat energy 
poverty

Collaborate on energy and other green data 
collection to continuously improve the 
accuracy of financial risk projections and 
environmental impact

Provide capacity building for the banking and 
institutional investment sectors on green 
finance for homes

Green Homes training / education course in Bucharest, Romania



100% private or “blending” of 
public and private investments

NGO

EU



European Centre of Excellence 
Tools & Initiatives   

• Legal Agreements for Banks, Investors/Developers, Green Homes Solution Providers, etc.

• Communication Tools and Assets

• Research – EUT Alignment Financial Risk, Valuation, Level(s), CEN, Communications, Governance

• Template for Europe’s energy agencies to share knowledge online 



BulgariaSpain UkraineBosnia & Herzegovina Ireland Poland

Toolkits for Financial Institutions



Catalogue of Best Practices for 
Municipalities – Blended Finance



SmarterFinance4.EU

▪ Basic information for Essential Stakeholder 
groups

▪ New and existing partners listed
▪ Points to local Implementing Partners to 

guide interested parties 
▪ Extensive selection of research
▪ Registry of Residential Projects
▪ More “Self Service” functionality so 

Essential Stakeholders can educate 
themselves before contacting local GBCs / 
partners 



Thank you and Contact Us!

Steven.Borncamp@SmarterFinance4.eu

Elena.Rastei@ SmarterFinance4.eu

Victoria.Petrovych@ SmarterFinance4.eu

This project has received funding under the European Union’s LIFE Clean Energy Transition programme under Grant Agreement no. 101121060.
Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or CINEA. Neither 
the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.
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