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Energy communities in the EU

CARES4 CT6: Consumer/Citizen’s engagement 

Vassilis KILIAS, CT6 Leader

Effie KORMA, CT6 Technical Assistant

CRES | Centre for Renewable Energy Sources and Saving - EL



2
2

Clean Energy for All Europeans Package

• Article 22 Renewable Energy Directive 
(RED) 2018/2001

Renewable Energy Communities

• Article 16 Electricity Market Directive 
(EMD) 2019/944

Citizen Energy Communities

• Legal entity (type(s) determined by MS);

• Primary purpose of which is to provide 

environmental, economic or social community 

benefits for its shareholders or members or for the 

local areas where it operates, rather than financial 

profits (Art 2 – definitions);
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Rate the status of RECs development
Nov2025
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There are mature frameworks and
support in place : Steady

development

Basic and Secondary legislation
exists: Promising development

Important barriers have to be
addressed in order to unlock

potential

We are in the first steps of
development
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Extend the business models

Energy sharing –
collective self 
consumption

District Heating, 
waste heating 
use

Renovation –
Energy services

E-mobility

Support 
structures & 
promotion

Inclusion of 
vulnerable 
consumers
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Support Directives Implementation …

RED III

EED 

EPBD

EMD

Legislation & Regulation

Local promotion and 
engagement

Auditing, Monitoring, 
Registration

Awareness, Training, Social 
impact

CITIZEN 
ENGAGEMENT
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