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EEOS 

(incl co-funded 

measures)

Alternative

measures 
(independent of EEOS)

45% 55%

• Since 2014, Ireland has used a combination of EEOS 

and alternative measures to meet the EED Article 8 

(originally Article 7) energy savings obligation target

• EEOS support is permitted to overlap with gov grants

– In this case, 100% of the savings are counted 
towards EEOS

• Obligated Parties are permitted to contribute to the 

National Energy Efficiency Fund instead of delivering 

their targets directly, for up to 30%* of their target.

• The alternative measures share of the target includes 

government grant measures with no EEOS overlap 

and other broader measures such as taxation.

• Since 2026, the split is 45% EEOS, 55% AMs 

Ireland’s Article 8 approach

*Since 2026, newly obligated OPs can buy out a higher share in years 1 and 2.



High-level history of Ireland’s EEOS
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2014 - 2020
|EEOS share of Article 7 target gradually increased 

from 50% to 60%. EEOS targets delivered in full 

(NEEF not used). Single, shallow measures popular

2021 - 2022

2023 - 2025

2026 - 2030

EEOS = 60% Transition to new deeper upgrades for 

domestic EEOS sub-targets. NEEF used from 2022. 

Unit updated from primary energy to final energy.

EEOS = 60% Deeper upgrades required. NEEF used

Some OPs established OSSs to deliver new Govt 

grants, to make progress towards EEOS targets

EEOS = 45% EED recast led to 32% increase in 

annual EEOS target. Eligibility criteria updated to 

support delivery. Government grants increased.



EEOS sub-targets and measure types

Sub-target % Measure types Overlapping grant schemes

Cross-sector 85% EVs, non-domestic upgrades, 

ISO 50001-driven savings, 

process improvements

EV grants, Community Energy Grants, 

Excellence in Energy Efficient Design

Residential 10% Home energy upgrades: heat 

pump, external wall insulation, 

or minimum improvement in 

EPC

One Stop Shop grants, Community 

Energy Grants, Better Energy Homes

Energy poverty 5% Same as for Residential but 

dwelling owner must be local 

authority, approved housing 

body or owner occupier meeting 

definition of energy poverty

Local Authority Energy Efficiency Retrofit 

Programme, Community Energy Grants
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EEOS cannot overlap with fully funded grant schemes.



Avoidance of double-counting

• All EEOS and grant scheme 

measures are recorded in the 

Energy Credits Management 

System.

• This automatically checks eligibility 

of new applications and notifications 

under the grant schemes and 

EEOS.

• It is also used for validation checks 

prior to submitting NECPR 
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Optimising the overlap between EEOS and grant schemes

• Ireland’s EEOS is now a mature programme, in place for over 10 years

• The policy context in place today is very different from 2014, for example:

– Higher government grants available for energy efficiency

– Cost of living crisis driving focus on the cost of energy

– Increased public interest in climate change

– Higher national targets in relation to climate action

• Obligated parties are now buying out a share of their targets, paying into 

the NEEF

• In light of these changes, we have been reviewing the overlap between the 

EEOS and the grant schemes, to understand how well it is working and to 

identify ways to ensure it is as effective as possible.

• Following a review, we have introduced a number of changes to the 

scheme to enhance its impact.
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EEOS enhancements to improve effectiveness of grants overlap
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EEOS Support Declaration Form

Evidence forms made clearer for all EEOS 

beneficiaries, with the cost per kWh saving 

(or total contribution) set out in all cases 

where a quote or contract is not mandatory

EEOS value on project quote

The quote for the home energy upgrade 

work must specify the EEOS contribution, 

for the residential and energy poverty sub-

targets

Beneficiary confirmation email

Email sent by SEAI to all EEOS 

beneficiaries at the point when energy 

savings from their project are counted 

towards an OP’s EEOS target

Beneficiary survey

Periodic survey of a sample of all scheme 

beneficiaries to understand beneficiary 

experience of the scheme and to identify 

potential opportunities for improvement



Example 

Declaration

Form
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