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Agenda

• Brief introduction to DH in Ireland

• Policy update

• Funding Update

• Project Pipeline development

• Sources of information

• Opportunities being explored

• Next steps
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District Heat in Ireland



District Heating in Ireland

4 www.seai.ie

Demonstration Project- Tallaght DH 

Network



District Heating Targets for Ireland

We have a 

lot to do but 

Huge 

Potential



Pipeline 
Development

Funding

Policy & 
Legislation

District 
Heating

Progress in the Sector

Policy& Legislation

Heat (Networks and Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 

Funding

• DH Pre-Construction Fund

• DH Grant Fund – ICNF, NDP

Pipeline Development

• Heat Mapping

• Candidate Area Mapping

• National Level Assessment

• Pre Feasibility and Feasibility work
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National Strategy and 

Policy Update



Policy Context

Climate Action Plan

• Up to 2.7 TWh by 2030 

• District Heating Steering Group Established to oversee delivery 

National Heat Study (2022)

• Indicates that district heating networks have potential to supply over 50% of building heat 

demand in Ireland.

DH Steering Group Report

• Approved by Government in 2023.

• Key recommendations to accelerate district heating sector. 

• Creation of District Heating Centre of Excellence withing SEAI



Commitment to enact  legislation by end of Q2 2026 to accelerate the rollout of district 
heating systems

• Heat Bill 2025: Establishes legal framework for DH expansion

Outline of General Scheme Provisions

• Appointment of a Regulator

• Establishment of a Heat Network Authority

• Public sector mandate

Outcomes

• Provide the legislative framework to support the development and expansion of district heating networks.

• Facilitate the growth of an efficient, low carbon district heating industry that will contribute towards 
decarbonisation of Ireland’s heat sector and assist in meeting national and international targets.

• Facilitate regulatory provisions to ensure price protections for both existing and new district and communal 
heat consumers.

Legislation -The Heat (Networks and Miscellaneous 

Provisions) Bill
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Funding Supports 



Pre-Construction fund - Hot off the press!

District Heating Pre-Construction Fund | SEAI

Applications closed 12th December 2025, 

currently being reviewed. 

https://www.seai.ie/renewable-energy-and-projects/district-heating/pre-construction-fund


1. Infrastructure, Climate and Nature Fund (ICNF)

Infrastructure, Climate and Nature Fund | NTMA

Business case submitted for District Heat Grant support. Decision 

expected July 2025 as part of ICNF/NDP allocations

“Purpose: Supports projects that contribute to Ireland’s climate and 

biodiversity goals, including district heating. This includes projects 

aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions, enhancing biodiversity, 

and supporting sustainable infrastructure.

Eligibility: Local authorities, public bodies.

Details: Provides funding for projects that reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions and enhance biodiversity. The fund aims to build a reserve of 

up to €14 billion by 2030, with annual investments of €2 billion from 

2024 to 2030.

Developing Capital Grant System

NDP implications

https://www.ntma.ie/business-areas/future-ireland-funds/infrastructure-climate-and-nature-fund


Capital Funding – Even hotter off the press!

€ 50m - €100m investment in Pre 

Construction and Capital works 

for District Heat

Support Scheme for District Heat 

currently being developed
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Project Development



Why District Heating?

Thermal storage and 
balance the electricity gridCarbon Reductions

Improved air quality and 
maintenance costs for 

customers

Health and safety benefits 
reduced risk of fire, 

explosion

Low cost of 
Renewable/Waste Heat

Flexible and technology
agnostic- allows better 
uptake of renewable 

energy at a large scale

New Market-
Employment Creation

Reduced dependency on 
fossil fuels –security of 

supply



Project Pipeline Development - Review of inputs

Projects

Heat Study

Candidate Area Map

National 

Level 

Assessment

Pipelines

• DECC

• Centre of 

Excellence

• LAs

• IrDEA 

• CODEMA 

Feasibility 

Studies

Public 

Sector 

Bodies

e.g. HSE,

HEA

DFHERIS

Private Sector

Business Case work 

ie ICNF



Project Development - DH Scheme Development stages

• Pre-feasibility studies, 

Feasibility studies and 

Project Development 

needed at scale to meet DH 

targets. Templates available.

Pathfinder funding 

for Feasibility

Pre-Construction Funding Capital Funding



Pipeline development 2025

www.seai.ie
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• T to a V !

Jan 25

Jul 25

Nov 25
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DH Centre of Excellence 

and Supports Available



SEAI’s District Heating Centre of Excellence

Established in 2024 following recommendations from the DH Steering Group Report

• A national centre to provide technical expertise to support capacity building across the 

sector and to support the development of a national DH strategy.

Defined scope of the DH CoE:

Co-ordinate, 
support and 

drive 
delivery of 

DH projects 

Support 
DCEE in 
long-term 
strategy 

development

Support 
project 

sponsors in 
sourcing 
funding

Provide 
technical 

support and 
staff 

upskilling to 
LAs

Support 
raising 
public 

awareness 

Develop a 
technology 
roadmap to 

2030



New website 

• Information about District 

Heating

• Case Studies

• Project Development stages 

• Includes feasibility 

Templates and Guidance 

documents

• Access to Heat maps and 

Candidate Area Maps

https://www.seai.ie/renewable-energy-and-

projects/district-heating

District heating | SEAI

https://www.seai.ie/renewable-energy-and-projects/district-heating


• Chance to absorb Waste Heat back into the Network. Over 50% of energy 

emitted into the atmosphere in Ireland could be used. 

▪ Data centers​ (Programme for Government), Industrial facilities​, Wastewater treatment plant

• Learn from projects across Europe that serve over 70 million customers.

• Pre Construction Fund.  Schemes “Shovel Ready”

• Capital Fund. “Build”

Opportunities

• EIB Advisory Services Opportunity “On Oct 29th, DCEE announced that the 

European Investment Bank (EIB) has agreed to provide Ireland with 

technical and financial advisory support to help Ireland develop our 

indigenous district heating sector in Ireland”. 

• https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-climate-energy-and-the-

environment/press-releases/eib-to-help-cut-heating-bills-by-unlocking-

irelands-district-heating-future/

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ie%2Fen%2Fdepartment-of-climate-energy-and-the-environment%2Fpress-releases%2Feib-to-help-cut-heating-bills-by-unlocking-irelands-district-heating-future%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAndrew.Campbell%40seai.ie%7C2efe8e15e324422fec4108de2072d06b%7Cf664e346d6fb43e585ba8c0408102355%7C0%7C0%7C638983874682131123%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dlwVbLoS5qiNQBArHO1fqOYWiF11HX18ZvoiM7xTdCU%3D&reserved=0
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Moving Forward



Next steps

• Policy and Funding for District Heating systems are 

falling into place.

• Business cases for viable projects are being 

developed

• The potential for District Heat in Ireland is being 

explored through funded feasibility work to turn 

ideas into potential projects to address the 

decarbonised journey.

• The time is now.  Momentum is Building



Thank You!

Questions?

andrew.campbell@seai.ie
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